BY  MANY  OR  BY  FEW


“There is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few” (1 Samuel 14:6).  So said Jonathan, son of King Saul, to his armor-bearer just before they two, with God’s help, defeated twenty out of a garrison of Philistines in battle (1 Samuel 14:7-15).  Repeatedly in the Bible we see this Divine principle at work.  God is never prevented from accomplishing his will due to apparent numerical disadvantage.


“Once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water” (1 Peter 3:20).  When it came time for the Lord to make a fresh start with mankind, due to their extreme wickedness, only Noah, his wife, their three sons and their wives, were deemed fit by God to be saved from the oncoming flood (Genesis 7:1).  But that small number did not stop God from destroying the rest of the population with water - water originating both from the “windows of heaven” and from “all the fountains of the great deep” (Genesis 7:11-12).  God decided to begin again with Noah and his family, and as a result all people living today are descended from Noah as well as from Adam.


“And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into thine hand” (Judges 7:7).  Now three hundred may sound like a big crowd at first, but don’t forget that “the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of the east lay along in the valley like grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number, as the sand by the sea side for multitude” (Judges 7:12).  Yet with this relatively small number of men, and their faithful adherence to God’s plan, the Lord delivered his people from the oppression of their enemies.


It was to only twelve men that Jesus originally spoke the words, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).  Yet in a relatively small number of years the apostle Paul, by inspiration, was able to announce that the gospel “was preached to every creature which is under heaven” (Colossians 1:23).  Also remember, “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14).

Probably in most communities, congregations of God’s people are small in number.  Certainly, adding up the entire number of Christians throughout the world would produce a small number compared to the total population of the world itself.  But according to the examples above, Christ can still do great things through his followers regardless of how few they may be.  “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end” (Ephesians 3:20-21).  If we will simply have faith and follow God’s plan, there is no stopping what we, with God’s help, can do.
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